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Mumbai: For those of you count-
ing on big ticket scholarships in
your faveurite foreign universi-
ty, here is some dark news. ~
Several universities across
the world are still reeling from
the backlash of the global eco-
nomic turmoil and are desper-
ately trying to cut costs. Most
are reducing administrative ex-

penses and aggressively raising

gifts from emerging markets, but
afew of them have already tar-
geted their scholarship schemes
and research funding.

The worst news has, expect-
edly, come from Greece which
has been hit the worst. Just last
week, its education and exter-
nal affairs ministries stripped
away every scholarship they of-
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Foreign varsities slash grants

Launch Cost-Cutting Steps, Sell Part Of Their Campuses To Raise Funds

INDIAN STUDENTS LOSE OUT

stood at 57500

® The US issued 32,000 visas to Indian students who were to
enter its colleges in 2010; the corresponding number for the UK

® In 2008, the number of new student entrants stood at 34,00
and 27,000 for the US and the UK respectively

currently over 11akh Indians

® The US still has the biggest pool of Indians enrolled. There are

fered international students

‘from developing nations. “We

will not be able to offer schol-
arships from the ministry of ed-
ucation and another 100 from
the ministry of external affairs
this year to any student,” said
Christina Vasilatou, head of the
consular section at the Greece
embassy in Delhi.

Most Indian students, she

added, head to polytechnic col-
leges in Greece to study engi-
neering. Although the situation
is not so dramatic in other coun-
tries, several other universities
have seen their endowments
tumble dramatically too. They
have also been forced to slash
scores of scholarships.

Apart from Greece, several
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have signalled introducing aus-
terity measures as the W-shaped
or a double-dip monstrous re-
cession seems to be charging its
way into their weak economies.
Some foreign universities have
sold parts of their campuses to
raise funds as government
grants have plunged, some oth-
er like Yale University have
launched a slew of cost-cutting
measures like installing occu-
pancy sensors to bring down
electricity bills and eliminating
non-essential travel.

Till last year, when a student
was accepted by a college for a
PhD programme in the United
Kingdom, it was a given that the
fellow would be largely support-
ed financially by the host uni-
versity, thanks to the generous
funding available for research.

cther south-European countries
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After 5 yrs, UGC to get secretary

Akshaya Mukul | TN Advertisement for secretary’s
post was made nearly a year ago

New Delhi: Without a regular but the process after initial ac-

secretary, save for three months, tion was put on hold,

and financial adviser for the past Also, Thorat's private secretary
nearly five years, University Sanjay Negi, who did PhD only this
Grants Commission chairperson  yvear, has been selected as assistant
S K Thorat has now initiated the registrar of Central University of
process of appointing a secretary  Gujarat. Negi confirmed he had

with barely four months left of
his tenure.

got the job but said he would join
sometime in November.
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Myths & facts about osteoarthritis

Although there is no guaranieed cure for ostecarthritis, early
diagnosis and management can help control the progression of the
disease, say Sitaram Bharia Insitute of Science & Research

MYTH: Osteoarthritis just

like other kinds of arthritis is
an inflammatory disease of the
joints,

FACT: Rather, osteoarthritis
causes breakdown of cartilage
in joints, which leads to joint
pain and stiffness.,
Inflammation isn't normally
seen in this progressive
disease, although changes
within the joint space
occasionally cause a localized
inflammatory response, such
as synovitis,

MYTH: Csteoarthritis is
diagnosed with lab tests and
joint ¥-rays.
FACT: A thorough physical
examination is important for
the early diagnosis of
osteparthritis. X-rays of the
affected joint may not show
joint-space narrowing or bony
sclerosis until the disease is in
its late stage.

MYTH: Osteoarthritis is part of
the aging process.

FACT: Although the incidence
of osteoarthritis is greater
among elderly people, the
disorder's specific risk factors
include obesity, joint trauma,
and repetitive use of jointsin
sports orwork-related
activities.

MYTH: Osteoarthritis cannat be

avoided inold age.
FACT: Ageing and

psteparthritis are not related to

gachother as ageing is a

natural process and
psteoarthritis is caused due to
reduction in the synovial fluid
leading to the wear and tear of
joints and may involve many
factors.

MYTH: Mo effective topical
treatment exists,

FACT: Regular application of
capsaicin cream, a purified
extract of red pepper, helps
block the peripheral
transmission of pain impulses
before they reach the central
nervous system.

MYTH: Pain due to osteoarthritis
can't be relieved.

FACT: Modern medical
management is not only
effective but is safer than
before. Moderate physical
exercises, lifestyle
modifications, appropriate diet
and surgery at times help to
reduce the pain. With these
modalities, many patients are
now able tolead a normal and
productive life in spite of
suffering from osteoarthritis.
MYTH: Once it sets in,
psteparthritis can't be treated.
FACT: Although thereisno
guaranteed cure for
osteoarthritis, early diagnosis
and management can help to
control the progression and
symptoms of the disease.

{Send in your feedback to
timesfoundationi@
tinme sgroup. com)
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Jamia to go ahead
with Dalai honour

TIMES HEWS METWORK

MNew Delhi: Jamia Milia Is-
lamia is likely to be allowed
to confer an honorary doc-
torate on Tibetan spiritual
leader; the Dalai Lama. Jamia
18 going ahead with its prepa-
rations to confer the doctor-
ate on November 23, sources
said.

Foreign secre-
tary  Nirupama
Rao inher briefing
said, “T would not
like to comment
now; but the matter
15 recelving ourat-
tention.” Before
her interaction

CHIMA A FACTOR?

Lama’s presence in the cam-
pus wotld have made a posi-
tive impact on students.” A
university official said, “The
Dalai Lama has been given
honorary doctorate by Ba-
naras Hindu University, Jain
Vishwa Bharati and nearly 10
mare Indian universities, Why
bar Jamia? Ata timewhen one
community is be-
sieged, such a deci-
sion will send a
wrong signal.”
Jamia officials
are also expressing
surprise that the
China factor should
influence such de-
cisions. “Should we

with reporters on
Friday, Jamia Milia Islamia
vicechancellor Najeeb Jung
spolie to Rao, Sources in the
Jamia said, “We have been as-
sured that the foreign ministry
will take a positive look into
the request.”

Jamia

sources also

zaid, “We are

dismaved

with the reac-

tion of the for-

E18T MmInisiry

The Dalai

be s0 scared of Chi-
naas toforget about our cwm
countrv?” an official asked.
Sources said the final de-
cizion could still take a few
weels, the main reason being
Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh's scheduled meeting
with his Chinese counterpart
Wen Jiabao on the sidelines of
ABEAN summit later this
month. Fearing a sharp re-
sponse from Beijing, the gov-
ermment cleany does not want

any awlkward moment just
ahead of the mesting.
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Arthritis stilla
major concern

Problem of arthritis is said to be increasing in the
city, especially in the changing season. Doctors
suggest ways to deal with the problem

iz said to be education, expert
support and rajsing public aware-
ness but arthritis in the city refuses to
die down despite all these, The reason
behind thisis frequent weather changes
and lack of long-term treatments for
patients in the citv
Again as this seasonal change has
brought dormant ortho-
pedic corrditions oo
forefront, the number of
patients is increasing
dailv. A leading ortho-
pedic  specialist  savs
that the pain starts in-
creasing among arthri-
tis patients during two
seasonal changes—from
rainy to winter and
from sumtmer to rainy
"It affects Knee, spine
and joints specifically
and they become stiff
due to change intemper-
ature in the surround-
ings."
As arthritis attacks,
patients stop their regu-
lar exercizes and walks.
Doctors say, "Thev be-
come negligent of their
exercise schedule and go
to the doctor when the
condition  gets oo

T he kev to elimination of a disease

painful. This creates
problems.”
While Dr Dinesh

Sharma, another ortho-
pedic specialist points
ot that he sees patients
tillmidnight as they are increasingon a
dailv basis, he says it is natural in this
tvpe of seasonal alteration. "ln this sea-
=01, all three tvpes of arthritis patients
are coming in. Whilst gouty arthritis
oceurs due to uric acid in blood and
rheumatoid arthritis due to deposition
of a substance in blood, bony or ortho
arthritis affects city people the most. It
concerns the joints, kKnee, cervical
spine, lumber spine, and hip."

The moisture content in air and al-
terations in city temperature are a

cause of major concern for doctors, On
treatment of the disease, doctors say,
evervarthritis patient is individual and
should be treated as such.”

Reeta Sharma, an arthritis patientac-
knowledges that these days her problem
has increased. She adds that exercisa
and walks have helped her more than
the medicines,

-t - e .
i A F EEan s st

AS ARTHRITISATTACKS, MOST
PATIENTS STOP THEIR REGULAR
EXERCISES ANDWALKS. AT FIRST,
THEY DELAY GOINGTOA
MEDICAL PRACTITIONER, AND
END UPVISITINGTHE DOCTOR
ONLY WHEN THE CONDITION
GETS TOO PAINFUL
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INCLUSIVE
ECOSYSTEMS

Urban plan ning across the world needs to be [mrli[:ipulur}f
and sustainable. Public parli[:ipulicm in urban planning has

come to be seen as a panacea for t:rcaling inclusive

societies, says DURGANAND BALSAVAR

mproving the quality of life ina

city is the primary objective of

urban planning. Integration of

land use policies with trans-
port, economic, soclal and ermiron-
mental issues and resource planning
will goa long way in contributing to
the overall development of infra-
structure. With  unprecedented
erowth and rural migration, several
cities are grappling with congestion,
pollution, lack of affordable hous ing,
electricity and water, nadequate
transport syvstems. While conven-
tionally, planning of cities hasbeena
top-down centralised approach, over
the last few decades, the value of cit-
izen participation in urban planning
has been recognised. Since the voic-
es of the most vulnerable social
oroups are rarely heard, public par-
ticipation in urban plamning has
cotme to be seen as a panacea for cre-
ating inclusive societies.

In cities like Zurich, Municipal
plans are drawnup and implemented
in partnership with citizen forums.
The recent United Nations Confer-
ence on Human Settlements has ac-
knowledged that economic forces are
considerably impacting rural migra-
tion tocitles as well as the growth of
slumes. In this context, the soclal as-
pect of sustainable developmentin-
clude social equity, social justice and
opportunities tolivel ihood and basie
amenities of housing, health care
and education. New infrastructure
and urban services such as sewer-
age, electricity, water supply, public
transport and roads may either in-
duce indiscriminate sprawl or create
an efficient densitw

The WHO records that each dav a
citv of 1 million people consumes,
onan average, 11,500 tonnes of fossil
fuels, 3,20,000 tonnes of water and
2,000 tonnes of food while emitting
2,500 tonnes of Carbon dioxide
Since the Rio Summit (1982), urban
planning has concerned itself with
environmental protection and citi-
Zen participatory process. A case in
point is the tangible results of rain
water harvesting which has helped

Increase the water table in Chennai.
Similar processes in creating condi-
tions for affordable housing, a uni-
fied transport syvstem and for free.
ing the coast of traffic to protect the
fragile eco-svstems can consider-
ably transform the city.

Competent and accountable urban
governance is an imperative factor
in ensuring urban plans are imple-
mented. Urban  planning hence
strives to balance the benefits of de-
velopment against damage to the en-
vironment. The emplovment of a
gystem of planning is essentially a
longterm exercise, while strategies
have tobe developed immediately en-
visaging a phased growth. A citizen's
participatory process reinforces its
democratic rights and responsibili-
ties in guiding a humane urban
process. The writer 1s the Principal
Architect of Artes-Human Settle.
ments Development Centre

Studies of best practices in other
cities throw light on the kKind of in-
frastructure and planning involved:
the Rotterdam manual for Urban
Planning and Environment pro-
vides for implementing emviron-
mental policies at the local lewvel
with land-use planning. The aspects
that contribute to sustainable plan-
ning are ecological itmpact of devel-
opment, impact on future genera-
tions, impact of nolse, air pollution,
s0il contamination and safety, The
city of Lisbon created a peripheral
park - abont 500 hectares of green-
belt to relieve congestion and pro-
vide soclal space for its citizens.
Stockholm is consciously planning
reduction of its carbon emissions. It
15 imperative however to recoghise
that that urban and environmental
planning is specific to cities and
cannot be indiscriminatelv applied,
across cities. A sustainable plan-
ning process has to be openended
and flexible, while being guided by
ecological principles implemented
through social inclusion.
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Now, an inflatable
collar that can
replace helmet

London: Now, an inflatable collar which can
protect bikers and cyclists who have been cry-
ing outfor alternative to the helmet.

Designers in Sweden have made the
‘Hvvding’ helmet which is an airbag ‘collar’
that springs into action within 0.1 seconds, cov-
eringthe skulland neck ofarider in theeventof
an impact, the Daily Mail reported. Roughly
translated into English as the “Chieftain” —
the Hvvding was designed over some six years
by two industrial design students.

A small helium gas cylinder inflates the col-
lar and it remains inflated for several seconds
after impact. Designer Anna Haupt said the air-
bag will first cost around 260 pounds. She said
the colour of the collar can even be changed to
match whatever outfit the cyclist is wearing. pn
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"Moon has water good enough to drink

‘A Tonne Of Lunar Rock Can Y:eld Up To 13 Gallons Of Water, Enough To Sustain Astronauts’

London: According to Nasa,
thereareoasesof water-rich soil

on Moon’s surface that could

sustainastronauts.

“In about a tonne of materi-
al... you're talking 11-12 gallons
of water that youcould extract,”
the BBC quoted Anthony, Cola-
prete LCROSS project scientist
and principal investigator, as
saying.

A lunar probe last year re-
vealed far more water than any-
one had imagined. The resear-
chers’ analysis suggests some
areas of hmar regolith, or seil,
must contain as much as 5% by
weight of water-ice.

“And it's in the form of wa-
ter-ice grains. That’s good news
because water-ice is very much
a friendly resource to work
with. You don’t have to warm it
very much; you just have to

bringituptoroom temperature ¢
to pull it out of the dirt real
easy,” said Anthony Colaprete,
from the US space agency” s
Amesresearch centre.

The water-ice is not uni-
formly distributed across the
southern pole but is held in
pockets, Some of these oases
are, like in Cabeus, to be found
in shadows where LRO’s Divin-
er instrument has sensed tem-
peratures down to-244°C, Under
such conditions, ices will stay
fixed for billions of years.

“This could facilitate future
human and robotic explorers in
their quest for understanding of
thelunar ice, as well asits poten-
tial use as resource; because
rather than having to brave the
cold and dark conditions inside
permanent shadow, they could
land muchmoreconventionally

Aclose-up of debris ejected from the Cabeus crater (centre) about 20 sec-

onds after the LCROSS made impact into the lunar South Pole looking for evi-
dence of water. Mission chief scientist Anthony Colaprete of Nasa calculates
there could be 1 billion gallens of water in the crater

in areas where the sunlight is
shining —at least for part of the
year — and then dig a small dis-
tance below the surface and ac-
cess the ice,” said David Paige,
Diviner’s principal investiga-
tor. The study appears in Sci-
ence magazine.

‘The Moon, atleast at the bot-
tom of a deep, dark cold crater
near its south pole, seems to be
wetter than the Sahara, the sci-
entistssaid.

If astronauts were to visit
thiscrater, they might beableto
use eight wheelbarrows of soil
to melt 10 to 13 gallons of water,
The water, if purified, could be
used for drinking, or broken
apart intohydrogenand oxygen
for rocket fuel — to get home or
travel toMars.

The Saharasands are2to5%
water, and the water is tightly

bound to the minerals, Inthe lu-
nar crater, which lies in perpet-
ual darkness, the water is in the
form of almost pure ice grains
mixed in withtherestof the soil,
and is easy to extract. Theiceis
about 5.6% of the mixture, and
possibly ashighas8.5% ofit, Co-
laprete said. “That is a large
number, larger thanIthink any-
one wasanticipating.”

The new research results in-
crease the water estimate to
about 40gallons, and by estimat-
ing by amount of dirt excavated
by the impact, calculated the
concentration of water for the
first time.

Several reports published in
Science show some surprising
findings, including a large
amount of water in the form of
ice,carbon monoxide, ammonia

- and the silvery metals. acencies
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Famous futurist says backing up brain memory to be possible soon
It will turn us into robots

We can lead fuller lives

s inventors and futurists go, they
Adon't get much more reputable

than Raymond Kurzweil. So
when the man who holds 17 honorary
doctorates and has been called the heir
toThomasEdisonsaysthatbackingupan
individual’s entire brain and memories -
through nanebot computer machines in
our bicod — couid be feasible within ihe
next two decades, he ought to be taken
seriously. And ifheisindeed correct,

it would be a tremendous boon to ®TIMES VI EWn

science and medicine.

Imagine the life-changing medical
benefits. Alzheimer’s, for instance,
affected over 26 million people world-
wide in 2006 and is expected to affect as
many as one in 85 people by 2050. This
disease, thought tobe caused by plaques
and tangles in the brain, is currently
irreversible, degenerativeandterminal.
The potential benefits of being able to
have a full back-up of the patient’s healthy
brain would be immense in treating
symptoms such as memory loss and lan-
guage breakdown, as well as ultimately
arresting the disease itself. And this is

Times of India ND 23-Oct-10

just one example; there would be any !
number of other medical applications of :
such technology. Diseases such as multi- § |
¢ communicate with people halfway across

ple sclerosis, accidents that cause neural

damage, and the like would become :
easier to deal with. The benefits in fields :

such as psychology and
psychotherapy are obvi-
ousaswell.

Not only does sharper

memory lead to better |
cognitive  functioning, |
there’s an even more fun-
damental issue at stake.
Memory is what holds
together the self, to lose
memory is to suffer a
disintegration of the self.

If loss of memory can be arrested, then
ageingwillbeseenaslessofacursethan :
it is now. That would enable us to lead

not only healthier but also fuller lives
as we grow old. And that can only be a
good thing. e

echnology has changed our lives in
countless ways, It has enabled us to
land on the moon, instantanecusly

the world and explore the buildingblocks of
the material world. However, even though
life without technology is
unimaginable, there are

certain vad linas that must
CETain red aines wiat must

not be crossed. A futuristic

Rudroneel Ghosh
technology that will enable
people to- back up their
thoughts and memories is
one such avoidable inven-
tion. Not cnly does it raise
serious ethical issues but
security concernsaswell.
‘With the rapid progress
of technology, people have become heavily
dependent on machines. This in turn has
significantly shrunk the sphere of human
activity. Developing nanobots that will be
able to record our memories and emotions
is tantamount to blurring the line between

p-21

the human and the mechanical. Depending
on the quality of our experiences, certain
memories are naturally retained while
others degenerate. Thisis what shapesusas
individuals. Intervening in this fundamen-
tal human process would turn us into robots.
The human mind is the most private of
sanctuaries, which should be immune to

imuacinm hir ardifinial neanncona Qéardaa
invasion by artificial processes. Storing

someone’s. thoughts and memory is the

s COUNTERVIEW = “severest form of invasion of privacy.

---------- From storing them it’s only one step

to someone else reading them, which
opens up the possibility of mind control.

A system that allows us to peek into
people’s minds can easily be reverse-engi-
neered to implant thoughts. Declassified
documents from the Cold War era reveal
that various covert projects, such as thé
CIA'sMKULTRA, were carriedout tobrain-
wash unsuspecting individuals. The scope
of such human rights violations is bound to
increase with the adoption of a memory
back-up technology. Considering the side
effects, it would be best to shelve research
pertaining to such an invasive technology
and adheretothe principle of precaution.

Now, a formula so you don’t hit the wall

Chicago: Marathon runners

cantrainfor monthstocondi- -

tionforthebigrace,yetstrug-
gle to finish if the’y exhaust
stores of carbohydrates too
guickly, a phenomenon
known as “hitting the wall”.
A new formula gives elite
runners and marathon en-
thusiasts amore exact wayto
calculate just how many carb
calories they need to take to
stay inthe 26.2milerace. ~
“About 40% of marathon

runners hit the wall,” said
Benjamin Rapoport, a stu-

weigh, what their target time
is and their maximum ox-

dent in the Harvard-MIT Di- ygen intake capacity,” he
visionof Health Sciencesand  said. “That is a measure of a
Technology. That means the person’saerobicfitness.”
runner Aero-
has burn-  MARATHON MATHS  bic capac-
ed up all Of  se———r————vicrravers— ity’ also

the carbohydrates stored in
his liver and leg muscles,
forcing him to slow down as
the body staris toburn fat,
“People need to know
three things: how much they

known as VO2max, is a mea-
sure of how much oxygen the
bedy can transport to the
muscles and consume during
aerobicexercise.

Measuring exact VO2max

requires a treadmill stress
test at maximum effort, but
an informal way to estimate
aerobic capacity is to divide
maximum heart rate by rest-
ing heart rate and multiply
by 15. Tofind your maximum
heart rate, simply subtract
your age in years from 220
beats per minute. The result,
he said, is a number that tells
runners how many excess
carb calories they need to
take in before arace. reutens
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SC seeks govt response on single MBBS test'
NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court on Friday asked the Centre
and all states and Union territories to respond in four
weeks to the Medical Council of India’s plea to start single
eligibility-cum-entrance examination for MBBS and post-
graduate medical courses in the country. The bench issued
notices to the Centre and all state governments and Union
territories after MCI filed an application seeking implead-
ment of all states as parties to a plea seeking a common
entrance examination for admission to MBBS and post-
graduate medical courses.
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GOVT SEEKS
DETAILS FROM
IT-KGP ON
‘TAINTED’ PROF

LbiimPACT -

Charu Sudan Kasturl

m charu kasteri®@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHILI: The human resource
development ministry has ask-
ed the Indian Institute of Tech-
nology, Kharagpur, for an expl-
anation over allegations that a
senior professor used the ITT
campus and brand to run an in-
stitute offering invalid degrees.

HT had first reported on
October 19 about police inves-
tigations against ITT Kharagpuar
aerospace engineering profes—
sor Amit Kumar Ghosh for run-
ning the fake institute — called
the Institute of Electrical
Engineers — as president.

But fresh documents avail-
able with HT suggest that
Ghosh also had a cover-up route
ready — thanks to the post of
Chief Vigilance Officer that the
ITT kbestowed on him.

The CVQO is an institution’s
chief watchdog against corru-
ption and Ghosh was effective-—
ly in charge of stopping crimes
like the running of the IEE at
the time he was himself alleg-
edly duping innocent students
into joining the fake institute.

I1TI'T Kharagpur also allowed
Ghosh to jointly hold the CVO
post and the post of chairrman
ITT Joint Entrance Examin-
ation when the test was under
the scanner from late 2006 over
allegations that deserving can-
didates were denied seats.

This conflict of interest, cou-
pled with the shocking new rew-
elations about Ghosh, have trig-
gered fresh concerns among
faculty, parents and independ-
ent transparency seekers about
the credibility of the ITT s inter-
nal probe into allegations of
admission wrongdoing in 2006.

“The charpges against Ghosh
are so severe that they force
one to guestion the credibility
of the probe into the 2006 fias-
co,” said a senior professor who
has been campaigning for years
for greater transparency in the
conduct of ITT-TEE.
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More water on moon
than expected

en NASA blasted ahole in the
moon last year in search of wa-
-ter, scientists figured there would be
a splash. They didn’t know how big.
Now new results from the Holly-
wood-esque moonshot reveal lots of
water in a crater where the sun never
shines — 155 litres of ice and vapour,
. - That may not sound like much —
it’s what a typical washing machine
uses for a load — but it’s almost twice
as much as researchers had initially

measured and more than they ever

expected to find.

. The estimate represents only what
scientists can see from the debris
plume that was kicked up from the

1,500  Olympic-sized

‘Thigh-speed crash near the south pole

by a NASA spacecraft on October 9,
2009. Mission chief scientist Antho--
ny Colaprete of the NASA Ames Re-
search Centre calculates there could

- be nearly four billion litres of water in

the crater that was hit — enough to fill
swimming
pools. '

“Where we impacted was quite
wet,” Mr. Colaprete said, adding
there could be more such craters at
both the moon’s poles,

Proof that the moon is dynamic
and not a dry, desolate world offers

hope for a possible future astronaut

outpost. — AP
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CET: Supreme Cour
issues notice to States

D.D. Medical and Educational Trust wants
impleaded to back Tamil Nadu’s stand

J. Venkatesan

NEW DELH:: The Supreme
Court on Friday issued notice
toall the States on an applica-
tion filed by the Medical
Council of India on its pro-
posal to introduce a common
nationwide eligibility-cum-
entrance test for MBBS and
postgraduate medical courses
from 2011-12.

A Bench of Justices R.V.
Raveendran and H.L. Gok-
hale issued notice, seeking
the response of the States in
four weeks, and directed the
matter to be listed thereafter.

The Bench had already al-
lowed Tamil Nadu's applica-
tion against the move.

On Friday, D.D. Medical
and Educational Trust, repre-
sented by its chairman and
managing trustee T.D. Naidu,
filed an application for being
impleaded in the case in sup-
port of Tamil Nadu's stand
against a CET both for under-
graduate and postgraduate
courses.

Appearing for the MCI, se-
nior counsel Amarendra Sa-
ran said there would be a

+ Common test wili help to avoid multiplicity of

tests: MCI

+ |t will also prevent malpractices and
Irregularities in admission

national eligibility-cum-en-
trance test for all medical
colleges. When Justice Ra-
veendran wanted to know
whether it would include pri-
vate medical colleges too, Mr.
Saran replied: “All medical
colleges, including private
and minority colleges.” The
move was to avoid the mul-
tiplicity of the tests — at
present, students had to take
10 to 15 tests across the
country — and it would bene-
fit the students.

Justice Raveendran asked;
“How can you interfere with
the domicile rights of the
States and the rights of pri-
vate institutions to have

their own CETs?" Mr, Saran-

said: “This will prevent pri-
vate institutions from ma-
nipulating the admission
[process], and malpractices
and irregularities in
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admissions.”

Justice Raveendran said:
“Your intention may be no-
ble, but private colleges also
have to be heard before we
pass any order.”

Justice Gokhale took ex-
ception to students writing
letters directly to Justice Ra-
veendran. “This must stop,”
Justice Raveendran told Mr.
Saran,

Senior counsel Ashok De-
sai, appearing for Tamil Na-
du, said the State had already
enacted a law abolishing the
CET, and the present pro-
posal would affect its stu-
dents.

Counsel ADN. Rao, ap-
pearing for the main pet-
itioners Simran Jain and
others, said 13 to 14 States
had already opposed the
move to have a CET. He,
however, said the common

test would help the students.

In its application, the
DDME Trust, which runs the
D.D. Medical College and
D.D. Hospital near Thiruval-
lur, said Tamil Nade had
abolished entrance tests for
admission to professional
courses in 2007, and the se-
lection and admission were
being made under the provi-
sions of the Tamil Nadu Ad-
mission in  Professional
Educational Institutions Act.
The entrance test was abol-
ished on the recommenda-
tions of an expert committee,
which found that the CET
was a cumbersome process,
“The CET causes mental ago-
ny to students and parents,
especially from rural areas
and the persons hailing from
the lower strata of society.”

The application said the
proposed MCI regulation for
conducting a single entrance
test for admission to medical
courses would be in contra-
diction of the State legisla-
tion and would affect the
State government’s policy,
and it was vitally interested
in the matter,

Centre, states to share cost of cleaning Ganga by 2020

m [ITs to prepare a detailed ‘River Basin Management Plan’ for the river, environment ministry tells Supreme Court

New Delhi, Oct 22: A com-
. prehensive plan under ‘Mis-
sion Clean Ganga’ was being
prepared to ensure that the
riverwillbefreefromtheflow
of untreated municipal
sewage and industrial efflu-
ents by 2020, the Centre told
the Supreme Courton Friday.
‘The ministry of environ-
ment and forests said for at-
taining the objective, IITs

have beenroped intoprepare
a comprehensive ‘River
Basin Management Plan’ for
Gangaand theinvestmentre-
quired for creating

that direction and by a notifi-
cation on February 20, 2009,
National Ganga River Basin
Authority (NGRBA) which is

ed for fi-

sary infrastructure will be
shared by the Centre and
stategovernments,

The World Bank has also
promised finacial assistance
for the project. It said steps
have already been taken in

nancing, monitoring and
coordinating authority for
river Ganga. The Prime Min-
ister is the ex-officio Chair-
person of the authority with
union ministers concerned
as its members and chief

CLEAN DRIVE

#The World Bank has also
promised financiaf assistance
for the project

% . WAsix-page affidavit was filed in

the apex court which is monitoring
the plan to clean Ganga since 1985
® Work has been entrustedtoa
consortiumof seven ITsand a
memorandum of agreement has

#83  beensigned in this regard

ministers of Uttarakhand,
Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Jhark-
hand and West Bengal, the
states through which river
Gangaflows.
“Thefirstmeetingof NGR-
BA was held on October 5last
yearunder the chair i

no untreated municipal
sewage and industrial efflu-
ents flow into Ganga,” a six-
pageaffidavit placed by attor-
ney general GE Vahanvati
before a Bench headed by
Chief Justice SH Kapadia
said. “ required

Centre and the state govern-
ments,” the affidavitsaid.
The affidavit was filed in
theapex court which is mon-.
itoringtheplantoclean Gan-
ga since 1985, This work has
been entrusted to a consor-
tiumof sevenIITs. Inthisre-

of the Prime Minister. It was
decided in the meeting that
under Mission Clean Ganga
it will be ensured that by 2020

tocr Yy

and sewerage infrastructure
overthenexttenyears willbe
shared suitably between the

gard, a of
agreement has been signed
on July 6 this year,” the affi-
davitsaid. . PTI
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Moon has water & own water cycle

Washington, Oct 22: A year
after announcing the discov-
ery of watermoleculesonthe
moon, Nasa has said the
earth's satellite is not only
richinuseful materials,ithas
a water cycle of its own. New
studies suggest there is a lot
more wateron themoonthan
earlierthought. '

The new data uncovered
by Nasa's lunar crater obser-
vation and sensing satellite,
or LCROSS, and lunar recon-
naissance orbiter, or LRO

found evidencethat the lunar

soil within shadowy craters
is rich in useful materials,
and the moon is chemically
active and has a water cycle.
Scientists also confirmed the
water was in the form of
mostly pure ice crystals in

some places. The results are
featured in six papers pub-
lished in the October 22 issue
of Science.

“Nasa has convincingly
confirmed the presence of
water ice and characterised
its patchy distribution in per-
manently shadowed regions
of the moon,” said Michael
Wargo, chief lunar scientist
atNasa in Washington,

The twin impacts of
LCROSS and a companion
rocket stage in the moon’s
Cabeus crater on October 9,
2009, lifted a plume of materi-
althat mightnothaveseendi-
rect sunlight for billions of
years, As the plume traveled
nearly 10 milesabove the rim
of Cabeus, instruments
abocard LCROSS and LRO

Tribune, ND 23-Oct-10 p-21

made observations of the
crater and debris and vapour
clouds. After the impacts,
grains of mostly pure water
ice were lofted into the sun-
light in the vacuum of space,
Nasasaid.

- “Seeingmostly pure water
icegrainsintheplumemeans
water ice was somehowdeliv-
ered to the moon in the past,
or chemical processes have
been causing ice to accumu-
1ate in large quantities,” said
Anthony Colaprete, LCROSS
project scientist and princi-
pal investigator at Nasa's
Ames Research Centre in
Moffett Field, California. Sci-
entists believe the water and
mix of volatiles that were de-
tected could be the remnants
of acometimpact. PTT

Anil Ambani to set up ICT University in Bhopal

- Aom TANDON _
- TriBuNE News Service

 New DeLw, OcToBER 22
.Corporate interest in higher

! gducation today came further -

, to the fore with the decision
~of Reliance Anil Dhirubhai
-Ambani Group to set up

Dhirubhai Ambani Universi-

+ty (DAU) in Bhopal. The

MP govemment has issued a
letter of intent and provided
land for purpose.

- Anil Ambani, Chairman,

Relianice ADA Group, said,
“A high-quality university
at Bhopal that offers pro-

grams- in the information
technology is a priority for
a state like MP that is on the
vanguard of making great
strides in economic devel-
opment on the strength of

[its_intellectual resources.

The experience and- the

expertise which the group

has acquired by establish-
ing the Dhirubhai Ambani
Institute of Information
Technology at
Gandhinagar.” - -
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President wants
a Central varsity
in her hometown

PATIL B Writes to HRD which may deara

new Central university only forwomen

ANUBHUTI VISHNOI
- NEWDELHI, OCTOBER 22

RESIDENT Pratibha Patil’s

proposal for an IIT exclusively

for women in Amravati, her
hometown and former Lok Sabha
constituency, may have been rejected
but now she’s pushing for a Central
University there and may very well get
it too.

Sources said that Patil has written
to Prime Minister Manmohan Singh
requesting that the existing Sant

- (Gadge Baba Amravati University, es-
tablished in 1983, be upgraded to
. Central university status.

The PMO had forwarded this pro- -
posal to Union Human Resource De- -

velopment (HRD) ministry for its
views.

Highly placed sources have con-.
- firmed that the HRD Ministry, while
advismg against upgrading the exist-"

- mg University, has suggested that a

., new Central Unwcrsuy for women

can instead be established at Amra-
vatibut inthe 12thPlanperiod.
Incidentally, of all the 40 odd Cen-
tral Universities in the country, none is
exclusively forwomen. :
The President of India is also Visi-

tor to all Central Unwcrsmcs inthe

country. :
President Patil’s husband Devi-
singh Shekhawat has also served as
Amravati Mayor.
President - Patil’s husband is

- described as an educationist and so-

cial worker on the website of the
Rashtrapati Bhawan, _

The HRD ministry announced
14 new Central universities in states
asrecently as 2008,

They are still struggling to find their

feet. Of these, 12 were new varsities,

and two were state universities up-

- graded to Central university status:

Hari Singh Gaur University at Sagar,
Madhya Pradesh and Hemvati Nan-

dan Bahuguna Garhwal Umvcrsxty in

Uttarakhand.
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Notice to states
on smgle CET

AGE CORRESPONDENT
’ NEW DELHI

Oct. 22: The Supreme
Court on Friday issued
notices to the Centre, all the
states and Union Territories
on a petition by Medical
Council of India seeking to
become a party to a case in
which the proposal for hav-
ing common entrance test
(CET) for entire country for
* medical and engineering
admissions had been under
challenge. :
The MCI sought to
become a party to the case
after the regulator for med-
ical education and institu-
tions proposed to make
drastic amendments in its
1997 and 2000 admission
norms and sought to have
single CET for the entire
country for both under-
graduate and post-graduate
courses. The MCI had
placed the draft of the “pro-
posed” amendment before
the Supreme Court to seek
its permission 1o go ahead
with the amendment and
frame rules accordingly as
the matter was “sub-
judice™.
. The top court is seized of
a petition, challenging Cen-
tre’s “over-interference” in
the admission process by
private institutions as well
as the states and Union Ter-
ritories. The states’ objec-
tion was that they were
obliged to give preference
to “domicile students™ and
therefore be allowed to con-
tinue with the separate
entrance exams.

Plan to clean
up Ganga hy
'20: Centre

‘New Delhi, Oct. 22: A

comprehensive plan under

“Mission Clean Ganga™

was being prepared to
ensure that the river will be
free from the flow of
untreated municipal sewage
and industrial effluents by

2020, the Centre told the .

Supreme Court on Friday.
The ministry of environ-

L3

ment and forest said that for -

attaining the objective, IITs
have been roped in to pre-
pare a  comprchensive
“River Basin Management
Plan” for Ganga and the
investment required for cre-
ating the necessary infra-
structure will be shared by
the Centre and state gov-
ernments.

The World Bank has also
promised financial assis-
tance for the project,

It said steps have alrcady
been taken in that direction
and by a notification on
February 20, 2009, Nation-
al Gagga -River Basin
Authority (NGRBA) which

is empowered for planning,

financing,, monitoring and
coordinating authority for
river Ganga.

The Prime Minister is the
ex-officio chairperson of
the authority with Union
ministers concerned as its

©  members. —PTI
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‘The: mlssmg Imk

. HRD -MINISTER
- Kapil Sibal is both
Csmug and worried
. these days. He was
- one of the first minis-
ters to have
announced free edu-
- eation for all medat -
winning athletes at
. the Commonwealth
-~ Gtames, much before
India notched up its

" bhest medal haul. But he cant. seem to
- have had enough of the CWQ, At a
" function in the Capital, he praised the -

woman athletes who won laurels. Link-

_ing the wins to his ministry’s education
- reforms, he said: “Key education
reforms will be implemented desmte K

‘obstacles as the students are with me.”

~ With several crucial education Bills -
~ stuck in Parliament, it looks like Sibaiis
- seeking support from every quarter t,n: )

' luckstarc the reforms process
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SCnoticeon
single medical
entrance test

THE SUPREME Court on Friday
Issued notlce to all states and
unlon territorles over the
proposed declsion to hoid a
single eligiblility-cum-entran-
ce test for admisslon to under-
graduate and postgraduate
medical courses in all govern-

ment and private medical col- -

teges of the country.

A bench presided over b
Justice RV. Raveendran decid-
ed to hear all states and union
territories before glvln% ago-
ahead to the new regulation
of the Medical Councli of Indla
(MCD), which had already been
approved by the Centre, :

The bench Issued notice on
the MCl’s application seeking
to Implead all state govern-
ments and union territory
administrations In the matter.

Though the MCl had made the
necessary amendments and
the Centre had declded inprin-
ciple to notify the new regula-
tlon, the decliston to Inctude
private sector Iastitutions
could impede or even stall tha
proposed move to introduce
the single-window system.

MCI counsel Amarendra Sar-
an answered In the afflirmative
after the Judge sought to know
If the MC1 proposed to flil MBBS
and MD seats in private med-
Ical colleges through the test.

Saran sald the MCI wanted a
single test for all colleges to

prevent malpractices and

irregularitles. The judge won-
dered If the declslon would
not Interfere with the powers
of state governments and the
autonomy of private colleges.

Gyanan! Singh/New Delhi
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HP unveils a $799 tablet
with a complete PC feel

HEWLETT-PACEARD (HP) Co
unveiled its first produet for the
fast-growing tablet market, a
$799 device running Microsoft
- Windows that is aimed at busi-

ness customers.

HP's Slate 500 attempts to
replicate the PC experience in a
tablet form, providing a contrast
to rivals who have brought more
of a smartphone feel to their
devices. The Slate runs the same
version of Windows 7 used by
many companies on their stan-

dard PCs. The tablet has a bigger
price tag than competing prod-
ucts such as Apple’s iPad, which
kick-started the tablet craze
when it debuted earlier this year.

HP’s offering has an 8.9-inch,
multi-touch-enabled screen,
weighs 1.5 pounds and comes
with 64 gigabytes (GB) of storage
and a digital stzvlus pen. It gets
five hours of battery life. It comes
equipped with Wi-Fi access but
no built-in capability to connect
to high-speed cellilar hetworks,

Pioneer ND 23/10/2010

Moon has water, its
own water cycle: NASA

PTI M WASHINGTON

Ayear after announcing the

discovery of water mole-
cules on the moon, NASA sci-
entists have now said the earth’s
satellite is not only rich in use-
ful materials, it has a water
cycle of its own. In fact, new
studies suggest that there is a lot
more water on the moon than

earlier thought.
The new data uncovered by
NASA's Lunar =~ Crater

Observation and Sensing
Satellite, or LCROSS, and Lunar
Reconnaissance Orbiter, or
LRO found evidence that the
lunar soil within shadowy
craters is rich in useful materi-
als, and the moon is chemical-
ly active and has a water cycle.

Scientists also confirmed
the water was in the form of
mostly pure ice crystals in
some places. The results are fea-
tured in six papers published in
the October 22 issue of Science.

“NASA has convincingly
confirmed the presence of water
ice and characterised its patchy

asrivals including the iPad, Sam-
sung Electronics’ Galaxy Taband
Dell’s Streak have,

Carol Hess-Nickels, director,
business notebook marketing,
HPF, expects retail, healthecare
and insurance companies,
among others, to build custom
applications that take advan-
tage of its portability. Reuters

P-12

distribution in permanent!

shadowed regions of the moon,
said Michael Wargo, chieflunar
scientist at NASA Headquarters
in Washington. The twin
impacts of LCROSS and a com-
panion rocket stage in the
moon’s Cabeus crater on
October 9, 2009, lifted a plume
of material that might not have

seen direct sunlight for billions
of years.
As the plume travelled

nearly 10 miles above the rim

of Cabeus, instruments aboard
LCROSS and LRO made obser-
vations of the crater and debris
and vapour clouds. After the
impacts, grains of mostly pure
water ice were lofted into the
sunlight in the vacuum of
space, NASA said.
“Seeing mostly pure water
ice grains in the plume means
water ice was somehow deliv-
ered to the moon in the past,
or chemical processes have
been causing ice to accumulate
in large quantities,” said

Anthony Colaprete, LCROSS .

project scientist and principal
investigator at NASAs Ames
Research Center in Moffett
Field, California,

“Also, the diversity and
abundance of certain materials
called volatiles in the plume,
suggest a variety of sources, like
comets and asteroids, and an
active water cycle within the
lunar shadow]” he said. Volatiles
are compounds that freeze and
are trapped in the cold lunar
craters and vaporise when
warmed by the sun. )
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